SUMMER, 2014

Beginning July 6th our worship on Sunday mornings
will begin at 10 a.m.
(continues through and includes Aug. 31st)
Twenty-five years ago this June I came to
Parsippany to serve as pastor. Who would have
imagined I would still be here all these years later?
I have stayed here because there is a quality of
love and acceptance here that I believe is unusual
and extraordinary.
It is a wonderful
and humbling
thing. Thank you
for all the love that
my family and I have experienced, and for the
privilege of walking with you through joys and
sorrows of life. And thanks for the great party we
shared in May!
Gratefully,
Pastor Jeff
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A sermon preached on April 27th, 2014 based upon John 20:19 –
29 entitled “Missing Church.”
When it was evening on that
day, the first day of the week,
and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the
religious
authorities,
Jesus
came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19)
What really happened all those years ago in
that tomb in which Jesus’ ravaged, dead boy was
placed when they took him down from the cross?
Did Jesus really rise up out of the tomb? The
answer to that question can’t be “proved” one way or another.
The one compelling piece of evidence that something truly extraordinary took
place is found in the transformation of the disciples. The Gospels make it clear they
were not the “best and the brightest.” They were ordinary men, fishermen and the like,
who had witnessed, from afar, the full horror of what a Roman crucifixion was all about.
Their leader had suffered a slow and excruciating death meant to send a message.
“Challenge our authority and you will also end up here.”
There had been countless other movements, not unlike the one Jesus had
started, with a leader who healed and taught and at times made claims of being the
anointed one sent by God. And in the end, when the leaders of these movements died
at the hands of the authorities, they were soon forgotten.
It should have been the same with the Jesus movement. John succinctly
described their emotional state on that first Easter. They were huddled in fear, having
locked the doors, indeed, locked away from life. There was likely a good deal of selfcondemnation to deal with as well. They were, in all likelihood planning their escape
back to Galilee, lest the same people who arrested Jesus would come and arrest them
as well.
The movement should have died with Jesus on the cross.
But it didn’t. It took off like wild fire. A remarkable transformation took place in
the souls of those first disciples. They moved from fear and despair to faith, hope and
love.
What can account for such a transformation? A hoax wouldn’t do it. In our
story, the disciples have already heard from Mary that she has seen Jesus alive, but it
didn’t penetrate their fear and despair. A hoax wouldn’t either.
The first followers are unanimous in their explanation of this transformation. They
had experienced Jesus alive again. He had given them the peace the world cannot give
– he gave them a peace to weather every storm that would face.
After he said this, Jesus showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.(20:20)
John makes a point of telling us that the wounds of the crucifixion remained on
Jesus’ risen body. We all suffer in various ways in this life. We wouldn’t choose this
suffering, but, the grace of God our sufferings can be the means through which our souls
are shaped.
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The scars express something beautiful; the love forged in the cauldron of
suffering.
The resurrection stories insist that Jesus’ body
itself — not merely his spirit — has been raised from
death. The idea here is that a person can’t really exist
apart from some kind of body. A ghost – a disembodied
spirit – isn’t real life.
Jesus has a body – the same body – but it is
obviously a transformed body – what Paul calls the
“resurrection body” – a body created for life in the realm
of life that exists beyond this world. That’s why Jesus told
Mary not to hold him, and why he apparently could pass
through the locked doors of the room the disciples were
hiding in. Normally we can’t see resurrection bodies, but
in this case, flesh and blood human beings are granted
the capacity to see Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (20:21-23)
We, the followers of Jesus are given a mission. We are sent into the world that
God loves so (3:16)to testify to that love revealed in Jesus – the love that redeems
people from the pit of despair and self-centeredness that keeps us cut off from God – to
embody the love that releases people from the power of sin and death.
We don’t do this on our own authority, or our own power. Jesus breathes the
Holy Spirit into his disciples – into us – the Spirit he has promised to be with us as we
journey through life.
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
(24-25)
So Thomas missed church that night. Why, we don’t know, but he missed out on
seeing what the disciples saw. (Take note! When you miss church you risk missing out
on something really good and unexpected.)
Thomas has often been seen as a model of how we’re not supposed to be. He’s
called “doubting Thomas.” But that’s not fair. He loved Jesus, was willing to accompany
Jesus to Jerusalem, knowing the outcome of their trip would likely mean the death of
them all. (John 11:16)
And loving Jesus so, Thomas was traumatized
by the horror of what happen to Jesus on the cross.
He’s fixated on those wounds through which he was
tortured and killed. He states that he won’t believe
unless he can touch those wounds.
But really, what he’s asking for is that he be
allowed to see what the others have seen.
Thomas is a stand in for most of us. He’s our
twin. Faith doesn’t come easily. Like the father who
came to Jesus with a very sick son, we, too can say,
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“Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.”(Mark 9:24) And there are times when the unbelief
part seems far stronger. If only we could be allowed to see something that would take
away all our doubts, all our uncertainties, all our darkness and confusion.
This story isn’t about Thomas falling short as a disciple because he can’t get past
his doubts – it’s about how gracious God is in meeting us where we are.
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them.(20:26a)
A point worth noting: The other disciples didn’t cast Thomas out of the circle
because he wouldn’t believe what they told him. There was room in the circle for
Thomas with all his doubts.
There are plenty of churches in this world where you can’t really belong unless all
your beliefs line up right with what the people calling the shots require. Conform,
suppress your doubts or be banished.
That’s not how we do it here. Because of Jesus, there is room in the circle for
everybody.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” (20:26b – 28)
So Thomas didn’t miss church the following Sunday night the way he did the
previous Sunday night. He was there with his brothers and sisters who loved him even
as he continued in his state of doubt.
At the outset of John’s Easter story, Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene when she
was all alone. (John 20:14-16) Sometimes that still happens. But it’s not the most
common way through which faith is born. As was the case for Thomas, more often than
not faith is born by hanging out in the company of others in whom faith is present and
lived out.
We absorb the world view of those we hang out with. Hang out with people who
are driven by their fears, living their lives hunkered down behind locked doors, people
who assume there’s no help out there, only people trying to take advantage of you, and
you will likely find yourself less inclined to take a risk. Your fears will rule your life. Hang
out with people for whom retribution, not forgiveness is the guiding principle when
someone wrongs them, and you will likely feel obliged to hold onto your anger, waiting
for a way to pay back in kind someone who harms you.
Hang out instead with a group of people
who get their bearings from Jesus — people who,
imperfect as their attempt may be try to open
themselves up to Jesus’ gift of peace in this world,
and before long you will find yourself doing the
same.
You’ll start noticing strange coincidences
that you might have otherwise missed. Some sort
of help that you need suddenly shows up which in
the past you wouldn’t have either noticed or
allowed yourself to receive. You weren’t expecting
help to show up. Or perhaps an opportunity shows
up to share a gift you’ve been given which before you wouldn’t have taken note of
because you were too stuck in the hunkered-down mentality of simply surviving this
dangerous world. This new way of being in the world is the work of the Holy Spirit which
Jesus has breathed upon those who make the choice to follow in his way.
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Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” (20:29)
We didn’t live during the time when Jesus’ was making resurrection appearances
after his death. So we are those who “have not seen.” But faith continues to be born
here as we gather in Jesus’ name, sharing our lives in that strange mixture of
vulnerability and strength that is revealed when the Holy Spirit moves among us,
opening our hearts to God and one another.
In the kindness of Jesus,
Pastor Jeff
PS I am considering staging a summer play based upon the story of Moses
featuring the children of the Church. Let me know if you have an interest in being part
of such an endeavor.
+++++++
Looking back…what David Kinsley does every day in the lab was so
impressive – and we learned so much. We learn so much about our church
family members when they speak to us.
Next…. join us, and bring a friend….

United Methodist
Women

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 – 7:00 p.m.
PROGRAM: Speaker, Anna Christal
(of our church family
Refreshments will be served

June 14 – Flag Day
June 15 – Father’s Day (Bull. Insert)

June 21 – 1st Day of Summer

WEDNESDAY, JULY 2nd – 6:30 PM
Ladies Night Out – at TBD
Chair: Diane Anastasi

July 4 – Independence Day

July 30 – Cakes for Morris View Nursing Home
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6th – 6:30 PM
Ladies Night Out – at TBD
Chair: Karen Wilk

Get well wishes to those of you who are ill, and
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating in June with Jolie Rajasekaran, in July with
Elizabeth Polen and in August with Terry Germann
God Bless,
Doris Bradley
Prov. 17:17 “A friend loves at all times.”
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On the second Thursday of every other month our congregation provides dinner for the
families at Homeless Solutions. Our next scheduled dinners are June 12th and
Aaugust 13th. If you would like to take a turn in helping with this outreach, or if you would
like to donate money towards the expenses, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie
Wallace.
+++++++

Betty Polen

Lois Kelshaw

Pat Winz

Doris Bradley

Claudia Bartek

Office Staff: Volunteers from our church family have begun staffing the church office
three days each week, answering phone calls and simply being a friendly, welcoming
on-site presence. On Mondays Betty Polen can be found in the office from 12 noon to
4:30 p.m, on Tuesdays, Lois Kelshaw from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and on Wednesdays Pat
Winz from 10 a.m. to 2 pm. Doris Bradley and Claudia Bartek are on board as
substitutes. We are grateful for their friendly presence answering the phone and
greeting visitors. If you would like to volunteer to serve in this capacity, please speak to
Pastor Jeff or Claudia Bartek.
+++++++
Pastor Jeff will appear on the local Cable TV show Mountain Views on WMBC on
Saturday, August 2nd at 5:30 p.m. on WMBC, channel 18 on FIOS. The program is
broadcast throughout the Northern New Jersey and the New York City areas. Pastor
Jeff delivers a sermon and then is interviewed about the themes of his sermon.
+++++++
During the summer we ask members and friends to keep your offerings
up to date. There is a tendency for our church treasurer to struggle to
pay our bills because we forget to carry through on our commitments to
our church. Thank you in advance for your help.

+++++++
Anyone interested in becoming a m em ber of the church is invited to speak to Pastor
Jeff. We are happy to receive you into membership.
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Weekday Night at the Movies - Coming Soon to Living Room Near You ~ July &
August 2014
Weekday Night at the Movies (aka Movie Night) are small gatherings in the homes of
friends & members of our church to watch an extended segment from a recent movie.
Afterwards, David Turner will lead a discussion about how the film relates to our faith
and everyday lives. Come join us for FUN, FELLOWSHIP, and thoughtful conversation
with FRIENDS. Got questions? Interested in attending and/or hosting a Movie Night at
your home? If so, please speak to David Turner at church or contact him at: (973) 7597850 or psalter103@aol.com.
+++++++
The Sunday School will make its annual fishing
expedition on Sunday, June 8th. Children (and parents
who wish to join in on the fun) are invited to meet at the
church at 9:30 a.m. or at the park at 9:45 a.m. if you know
the way. Pastor Jeff will join us for an opening prayer time
as we remember the stories of Jesus that took place by a
lakeside.
+++++++

Pastor Jeff will be hiking up the Tourne with our youth Sunday
evening, June 9th. At the mountaintop holy communion will be
shared.
+++++++
The Cogan’s are couponing! We are collecting coupons to help
purchase food for the Parsippany Food Pantry. We also have a
book of coupons that any church member is welcome to browse
and take any coupons that they could use. We plan on getting to
church at 10am on Sundays to cut and organize, helpers
welcome. Please save your extra Sunday coupons for us!
+++++++
The local schools collect both Box Tops and Labels for Education.
Anyone interested in saving these off of your general purchases can
bring them to church, and one of the families with kids will be GLAD
to hand them in. The closest elementary school, Troy Hills, uses the
money earned from Box Tops to purchase new books for the school library. Bring them
in and give them to Alison Cogan if you have no other school to donate them to.
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A day time men’s discussion group with Pastor Jeff that meets on Fridays at 1 p.m.
will resume following Easter. We discuss short readings or videos during the 90
minute sessions. Any men available in the day time are invited to join us.
+++++++
“Living in the Light” meets on Wednesdays promptly at 11 a.m. in Pastor Jeff’s office.
Pastor Jeff leads a Bible Study of the scripture lesson he will preach on the following
Sunday, followed by a guided mediation and prayer. Anybody who is available at that
time of day is warmly invited to attend.
+++++++
A small gathering of men from our church meet together every Tuesday at 7:15 a.m. at
the Empire Diner with Pastor Jeff for breakfast, conversation, and a concluding prayer.
All men are welcome.
+++++++
CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS
The church calendar on our website www.parsippanyumc.com has been updated. The
calendar in the church office is no longer being updated.
If you want to schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the
date is available. All requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by
the trustees, Connie Keller or Amy Gripp.
+++++++
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If
you want to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by
putting flowers on the altar, please get in touch with Connie
Keller. You are certainly welcome at any time to place flowers on
the altar. If you want an announcement in the bulletin, please call
Connie Keller or send her an email with the dedication. Contact
information: Connie’s cell: 973-568-5404: home: 973-887-4384:
email: connie@mhmlender.com
+++++++
Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Grace Agre
at 539-3855 who will put the Prayer Chain into action. If Grace
cannot be reached, please contact Pastor Jeff. If you would like to
add your name to the people who receive the prayer chain, please
speak to Betty Polen.
+++++++
Parsippany Food Pantry - Wes Sitgreaves has called to our attention
the ongoing need of the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany in these
difficult economic times. There are more and more families turning to
the food pantry for help. You can bring your donations of nonperishable food items to the church any Sunday. Wes takes the food
over as the bin gets filled up. Supermarket gift cards are also welcome
- buy them from Betty Polen and raise money for the church at the
same time!!! This is a very easy way to give back to the less-fortunate
in our own township.
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Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups
here at church:
Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested
in joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just
show up on Thursday and see what happens!
Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. We always have an
"open robe" for anyone who loves to sing. We sing in 4-part
harmony, so if you've sung in your high school chorus or any
other equivalent, you have a great start! Speak to any choir
member or Barb Bradley if you're interested.
Kids Bell Choir – rehearses every Sunday after worship. All
children and youth in 3rd grade and up (including junior and
senior high school) are welcome. Directed by Aimee Letsch (973585-7634)

The God Squad

9

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUMMER
June 1
Acts 1:6-14
1 Peter r:12-14;5:6-11
John 17:1-11

June 8
Acts 2:1-21
1 Corinth 12:3b-13
John 7:37-39

July 6
Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19,25-30

Aug 3
Genesis 32:22-31
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

June 15
Genesis 1:1-2:4a
2 Corinth 13:13-13
Matthew 28:16-20

July 13
Genesis 25:19-34
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

Aug 10
Genesis 37:1-4,12-28
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

June 22
Genesis 21:8-21
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

July 20
Genesis 28:10-19a
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30

Aug 17
Genesis 34:1-15
Romans 11:1-2a,29-32
Matthew 15:21-28

June 29
Genesis 22:1-14
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

July 27
Genesis 29:15-28
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Aug 24
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Aug 31
Exodus 3:1-15
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

FATHER’S DAY BULLETIN INSERT
Father’s Day is right around the corner, and the UMW will be sponsoring
their annual special Father’s Day insert to appear in the bulletin on June
15th. The UMW offers you the opportunity to honor or memorialize your
father, grandfather, uncle, etc. by placing his name on a special bulletin
insert. $1.00 donation per name is requested. Please use the form
below and give it, together with your donation, to Doris Bradley by
June 8th.

...............................................................................................................
In HONOR of:

Placed by:

_________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________

__________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

In Memory of:

Placed by:

________________________________

___________________________________

________________________________

___________________________________

________________________________

___________________________________

Total Names __________

Total Amount $__________
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st

1
st
1
nd
2
rd
3
th
6
th
7
th
8
th
8
th
10
th
10
th
11
th
11
th
11
th
12
th
12
th
12

David Armstrong
Dawn Armstrong
Alison Christian
Eric Mortensen
Maidie Erickson
Charles Faulend
Sarah Bush
Maggie Letsch
Stephanie Weiss
Dan Gourlik
Susan Smarth
Michael Zibura
Barbara Christofferson
Jessica Calise (Parizo)
Bethany Brodock
Danielle Bianchi

12
nd

2
nd
2
rd
3
rd
3
rd
3
th
7
th
7
th
9
th
11
th
14
th
16

th

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
th
12
Anna Egorova
th
13
Ted Schnetzer
th
14
Melissa Scherzer
th
17
Reagan Moreng
th
20
Amber Schnetzer
th
20
Russell Schnetzer
nd
22
Jennifer Eng
nd
22
Christopher Coughlin
rd
23
Kristopher Hawkins
th
25
Sangeetha Gunaseelan
th
26
Zachary Wilken
th
26
Jack Walsh
th
28
Jolie Rajasekaran
th
29
Arlene Smith
th
30
Marcus Beckler
th
30
Julia Beckler
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Karen & Robert Wilk

JULY BIRTHDAYS
th
Sydney Petzinger
17
th
Zachary Petzinger
18
nd
Ruth Faulend
22
nd
Nathan Petzinger
22
nd
Margot Romeo
22
nd
Hwa Chun
22
th
Mary Mihalko
24
th
Marguerite Schnetzer
26
th
Carol Korab
27
th
Lynn Agre
29
st
Julia Miloslavsky
31
st
31

Barbara Bradley
Kristina Beckler
Bob Seaman
Tim Tyler
Kelsey Gripp
Eleanor Soriano
Edward Cogan
Cassie Cogan
Betty Polen
Fred Schlosshauer
Jim Steen
Bob Keller

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
th
6
Bob & Lyn Krisa
nd

2
th
6
th
6
th
9
th
11
th
12
th
16
th
16
th
18
th
19

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
st
Patti Wink
21
Tom Albert
nd
Natasha Valcoff
22
Jenna Letsch
rd
Jahn Michael Schnetzer
23
Barbara Simmons
th
Conrad Roelofs
24
Tim Booth
th
Bobby Edwards
24
Sharon Christian
th
Jacob Schnetzer
27
Terry Germann
th
Juliana Schimpf
28
Tom Polen
th
Michael Anastasi
29
James Curry
th
Lynn Barbarite
29
Michael Keller
th
Wes Sitgreaves
30
Bob Mortensen

th

17
th
28

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Gloria & Ron Gounaud
Tom & Arlene Smith
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS WITH OUR CHURCH – CONGRATULATIONS TO
PASTOR JEFF!

THEN

AND
NOW
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June 2014
United Methodist Church of Parsippany
Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

4
7:15 AM Men's
Breakfast

10:30 AM Worship

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

5
11:00 AM Living in the
Light

Saturday

6
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7
1:00 PM Men's
Discussion Group

7:45 PM Adult Choir

7:00 PM UMW

8

9

10

11
7:15 AM Men's
Breakfast

10:30 AM Worship

12

11:00 AM Living in the
Light

13
7:00 PM Bell Choir

14
1:00 PM Men's
Discussion Group

7:45 PM Adult Choir

Sunday School Fishing

UMYF to Tourne

15

16

17

22

23

24

19

21
1:00 PM Men's
Discussion Group

26

27

28

11:00 AM Living in the
Light

30
10:30 AM Worship

20

11:00 AM Living in the
Light

25
7:15 AM Men's
Breakfast

10:30 AM Worship

29

18
7:15 AM Men's
Breakfast

10:30 AM Worship

S

M

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

May 2014
W
T
1
6
7
8
13
14
15
20
21
22
27
28
29
T

F
2
9
16
23
30

S
3
10
17
24
31

S

M

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

T
1
8
15
22
29

Jul 2014
W
2
9
16
23
30

T
3
10
17
24
31

F
4
11
18
25

S
5
12
19
26

