WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE PARK
Sunday, June 6, 10 am
Reynolds Park, Reynolds Ave. Parsippany.
Service begins at 10 am
Come and join us for a service filled with
Lots of old time singing and
Time to ponder the beauty of the earth
Our children will leave after the children’s
Sermon for a hike to the pond for their
Annual fishing expedition and then rejoin the adults
for the Communion Service.
After the service we’ll all enjoy lunch together.
Following lunch there will be games for everyone to
enjoy, including a softball game.
***In the event of rain, the worship service
Will be held at 10:30 in our sanctuary as usual.

SUMMER, 2010

During June, July and August our worship on Sunday mornings
will begin at 10 a.m.

A sermon preached on May 9, 2010 Mother’s Day based upon Revelation
21:10,22 -22:5, and on the occasion of the baptism of John Chauhan, son of
Bankim and Janet.
It was a delight for me to be able to hold baby John this past week when I visited
with the family in preparation for the baptism. My baby is now as tall as I am, so I
haven’t had much baby time lately. There surely is a sense in which when you look into
the eyes of a baby you see the face of God.
Shortly after my visit to the Chauhan’s I read an article in the New York Times
describing fascinating studies that have been done of little babies ages six months to
twelve months. In an experiment the babies, sitting on their parents’ laps would watch
a puppet show. In one, a puppet was trying to make it up a steep hill. Another puppet comes up
behind him and helps push the first puppet up to the top of the hill — success!
A second time, the same puppet tries again to climb the steep hill. This time, a third puppet
appears from above, and proceeds to push him down the hill, defeating his attempt to climb the hill.
After repeating the same puppet show several times, the babies were presented with two
puppets — the one that had helped and the one that had hindered the first puppet, and given a choice
to choose either one. By a large margin, the babies preferred the puppet that had offered help.
In another variation, three puppets appear spread out across the stage. The center puppet is
bouncing a ball which he passes to the puppet on his right who bounces the ball then passes it back to
the puppet in the center. Then the ball is bounced to the puppet on the left, who promptly runs off the
stage, absconding with the ball. Again, after several reenactments of this little morality play, the baby
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is presented with two puppets — the one who had played appropriately, and the one who had been a
jerk. The babies overwhelmingly preferred the puppet that had demonstrated a sense of fair play.
There are several variations on the scenario witnessed by the babies, but consistently the
babies show preference for the one who has done the “right thing”, so to speak. The findings imply
that there is some kind of innate moral sense in babies, primitive to be sure, but there nonetheless.
This is striking because scientists and philosophers had assumed that babies came into the world as a
clean sheet, and that whatever sense of morality they come to manifest had to be taught to them by
their culture. But these studies reveal a sense of morality residing in their gut so to speak from the
beginning.
From a faith point of view, what we may be seeing revealed here is something of what we call
the image of God knit into the baby’s DNA.
There is a crucial role for sure to be played by the baby’s environment — by Moms and Dads
and the larger community in nurturing this latent seed of moral vision in the developing child, and
guiding the child to make the connections regarding what justice means in the larger world. Shortly
after reading this article I stumbled upon a book in the bookstore about “socio-paths” — people who
grow up without any empathy for others, without a capacity for feeling guilt or remorse over wrongs
committed against others. It is believed that one in twenty-five people fall under the clinical diagnosis
of socio-path. They can come off as pretty normal at times, even charming and appealing.
Sometimes in fact socio-paths end up highly successful, because unencumbered by a conscience
they find it easy to climb to the top of society’s power ladders. It’s an affliction really. They are
missing their basic humanity.
There isn’t a whole lot of understanding regarding what causes a person to grow up a sociopath. There is some evidence for a genetic component — the proverbial “bad seed.” But clearly there
is a strong environmental component as well. 70% of sociopaths grow up in homes where fathers are
absent, leaving stressed out, overburdened moms to do the job of raising a child all by themselves.
Clearly, without the proper nurture of a loving family, the delicate seed of conscience may not find the
soil necessary to take root and sprout.
So what this means is that mothers (and fathers too, but this isn’t their day) are truly on the
front lines in doing battle with the problems that show up on the front pages of our newspapers,
afflicting all kinds of misery. It is likely that it was a socio-path who drove a car packed with
explosives to Times Square last week, and it was a socio-path who drove a truck packed with
explosives a few years back to the IRS building in Oklahoma City, without any concern for the death
and suffering would cause for so many others. Perhaps there were socio-paths sitting in the
boardrooms of places like Goldman and Sachs when decisions were made about selling worthless
junk bonds to investors that would reap profits for the company while wiping out the savings of their
clients who trusted them, causing all kinds of pain.
Mothers are irreplaceable. It’s ironic really. In a society that advances so rapidly, leaving so
many of us feeling left behind by our lack of computer savvy, the basic success or failure of our society
still comes down to the question of whether mothers like Janet (and fathers like Bankim) are properly
valued — whether they get the support they need to be able to fulfill their high and holy calling to
provide a loving home in which the image of God can flourish in a child.
Our scripture lesson this morning comes from the last two chapters of the Bible. It conjures
up a vision of the final destination towards which all of creation has been moving since that original big
bang fourteen and a half billions years ago. John sees the holy city, the new Jerusalem, indeed
heaven itself. The creation story is referenced in this story of the last things: the city contains the
tree of life and the river that flowed through Eden. It’s full of the light of God, so nothing is hidden.
Everything is revealed.
The gates of the city are always open, and all the nations of the world bring their glory into this
city. In other words, “there’s always room in the circle” as we like to say here. All are welcome. This
totally inclusive community is where all of creation has been aiming since the beginning of time.
There is a paradox about the openness. Everybody is welcome, but nothing accursed, no
abominations are allowed in. So what is it that must be left out before a person can enter? Well, I
think the little baby puppet shows provide some clarity here. Cruelty, heartlessness, the qualities that
lead a person to act like an unhelpful jerk — all that stuff that the little baby feels an innate repulsion
towards – that’s the sort of stuff that has to be left behind.
There may be some insight as to how exactly this works in the accounts of people who have
had Near Death Experiences*, which use language similar to that used by John in his vision.
Twice John refers to how there is no need for lamps or sun and moon in the holy city because God’s
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light is always shining bright. People who have had these close encounters with death almost
universally speak of the extraordinary light they see, often identifying it with God or Christ. Take, for
instance, this account described by a woman to Dr. Raymond Moody:
“When the light appeared, the first thing he said to me was, ‘What do you have to show me
that you’ve done with your life?’ or something to that effect. And that’s when these flashbacks
started. I thought, ‘Gee, what is going on?’ because, all of a sudden, I was back in my early
childhood. And from then on, it was like I was walking from the time of my very early life, right up to
the present.
“It was really strange where it started, too, when I was a little girl, playing down by the creek in
our neighborhood, and there were other scenes from that time – experiences I had with my sister, and
things about neighborhood people, and actual places I had been. And then I was in
kindergarten…“Now, I didn’t actually see the light as I was going through the flashbacks. He
disappeared as soon as he asked me what I had done, and the flashbacks started , and yet I knew
that he was there with me the whole time, that (he) carried me back through the flashbacks, because I
felt his presence, and because he made comments here and there. He was trying to show me
something in each one of these flashbacks…“All through this, he kept stressing the importance of
love.”
Another man described the following:
“I first was out of my body, above the building, and I could see my body just lying there. Then I
became aware of the light — just light — being all around me. Then it seemed there was a display all
around me, and everything just went by for review, you might say. I was really very shamed of a lot of
the things that I experienced because it seemed that I had a different knowledge, that the light was
showing me what was wrong, what I did wrong. And it was very real…
“It showed me not only what I had done but even how what I had done had affected other
people. And it wasn’t like I was looking at a movie projector because I could feel these things.”
In the end, it’s the little things in life that matter, the simple interactions in life where we have
choices to make between being helpful or being a jerk.
Consistently in these accounts there is a sense that the light is characterized by an
overwhelming sense of unconditional love and compassion. The light isn’t “judgmental” in the sense
that we tend to use the term, but there is nonetheless a very strong sense of accountability. One’s life
is measured by an uncompromising law of right and wrong, based on a central ethic of love.
The implication of these descriptions is that these failures in living out love have to be
acknowledged and left behind before a soul can fully enter city of God.
*Some of the most compelling Near Death Experiences come from children. Elizabeth KublerRoss described hearing the stories of children who had had such experiences from diverse cultures
throughout the world. Typically they would speak of seeing loved one who had preceded them in
death, often times, in instances where they didn’t even know the person had died.
In the kindness of Jesus,
Pastor Jeff
+++++++

Check out our website, and Pastor Jeff’s posted sermons and other reflections, at
www.parsippanyumc.com. You’ll also find the church on Facebook. Pastor Jeff invites us to
submit questions and topic suggestions for him to write reflections on, as well as to preach about.
You can place suggestions in the offering plate, or give them to Pastor Jeff directly.
JEdwards14@juno.com
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SPARE CHANGE CAMPAIGN - We wil– be kicking off our Spare Change
Campaign on May 30 - Memori–l Day weekend. Spare Change Campaign
baggies will be available for everyone attending worship that Sunday and will be
available every Sunday in June. The small effort of saving our spare change has
brought in over $6000 in the past 6 years. It's very simple to participate, instead
of letting your spare change collect in your chairs, your car, your sofas, the floor
of your kids room, the kitchen counter....you get the idea.....put it into your
SPARE CHANGE CAMPAIGN baggie (or a baggie of your own). We're only
asking you to do it over the summer. We start collecting the bags on Labor Day
and during the month of September. A little effort goes a long way! Won't you please join in this
year? If you have any questions, please see Bob or Connie Keller or call 973-887-4384
+++++++
Along with your spare change this summer, please remember to keep your
pledge up to date by either mailing it in, or bringing it to the church any time
during the week if you won’t be there on Sunday. Our church is in the midst of
some financial woes, and keeping your pledge current during the summer will
go a long way to help us keep our bills paid.

+++++++
Garage Sale – June 4th and 5th We will be holding the first of our
summer garage sales on Friday, June 4th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
Saturday, June 5th from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wes Sitgreaves, our fearless
leader in our sales, is taking donations for the sale – please see him if
you have any questions. Wes could also use some help on both days of
the sale – please talk to him if you can donate your time. Our garage
sales make about $5,000 every year toward our budget – please come
help, or come shop!
+++++++

OPEN MIC NIGHT AT PUMC - JUNE 19 - 7 PM
Let's get together and have some fun! Do you dance? Do you
juggle? Are you a comedian? Can Lip Sync? Does your pet do
funny tricks? Can you go magic tricks? How about a skit? Sing a
song? Do imitations? Tell a story? Play an instrument?
Whatever your talent, whatever your age.....the stage is all yours!! Please see Joanne Rich to get
your spot on stage. You can also just come that night and we'll make sure you get your chance
too!
Remember if you don't want a chance in the spotlight, we need a great audience to enjoy
the sights and sounds. Please plan to come and bring your friends.
+++++++
New Supplemental Hymnals: Seventy-five new copies of “The Faith We Sing” were recently
purchased with money from our church’s memorial fund. The new hymnals will supplement the
hymnals we already have, enhancing our worship with an additional 284 hymn choices. If you
see a hymn that catches your eye or ear that you’d like to have sung in worship, please speak to
Pastor Jeff or to Barbara Bradley.
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In April, during a reading from the United Methodist bishops, some of the important world
wide programs supported by the United Methodist Church were touched upon including gang
prevention, family counseling and child care. More recently the UMC has been involved helping
people devastated by the tornados in Mississippi and flooding in Nashville.
These programs are funded in part by the Fair Share Giving of hundreds of local United
Methodist churches. Parsippany UMC’s apportionment for this giving is $1,900.00 per month.
Sadly, to date, our church has not met any of our Fair Share Giving obligations for 2010
(and part of 2009) due to our existing financial struggles. Our church, like so many families, is
suffering from the realities of the economic climate.
Parsippany UMC is known for its loving, welcoming and inclusive congregation led by our
wonderful Pastor Jeff. A congregation that is caring and compassionate.
Please keep the important programs supported by the Fair Share Giving in mind when
making your offering on Sundays. We can make a difference not only locally but on a world wide
level.
Thank you for being the caring people that make Parsippany UMC special.
In God’s Love,
Denise White
Chairperson, Staff-Parish Relations Committee
+++++++
Sunday Morning alert:
We've all become dependent on all of our electronic
devices. Please take note of the announcement in the Sunday bulletin about your
cell phones. Please remember, as a courtesy to those worshipping with us on
Sunday mornings, to mute or turn off your cell phones. A random ring tone is not
nearly as cute as a baby's cry. Thanks for your help!
+++++++

Summer help for Sunday Worship:

I am looking for additional help for Sunday
morning worship services in the summer. Would you like to be a liturgist? Would you like to be
an usher? Everyone is welcome… just get in touch with me. I’ll get you signed up for a Sunday!!
Thanks for your help ~ Connie Keller
+++++++

Bob Keller recently completed the course on Lay Speaking Ministries and is
certified as a Basic Lay Speaker in the United Methodist Church. Congratulations,
Bob! We are grateful you share your gifts with us.
+++++++
Summer Music: On June 12 , the choir will sing its last anthem for this season. We are
blessed to have a church with many musically gifted people. This summer, in addition to having
our choir members perform solos during the summer, I want to give other people the opportunity
to share their musical gifts. If you would be interested in performing a musical piece (either vocal
or instrumental) during the anthem spot during the summer worship services, please speak to me
to schedule a Sunday. ~ Barb Bradley
th
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Looking back…Betty Polen presented us with a very interesting program on
the Navajo Indians she taught for one week.
All women of the church family are invited to our next program…..

United Methodist
Women

Wednesday, June 2nd – 7:30 p.m.
PROGRAM: Diane Anastasi speaking about
Veteran’s Hospital in East Orange
Refreshments

Also – Ladies Nights Out: July 7th, Denise White chairman, and August 4th, Karen Wilk chairman.
Places to be announced.
June 14 – Flag Day
June 20 – Father’s Day (Bulletin Insert)

June 21 – 1st Day of Summer
June 30 – Homemade Cakes for Morris View
Nursing Home

Get well wishes to those of you who are ill, and
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this summer with Betty Polen (in July) and Terry
Germann (in August).
God Bless,
Doris Bradley
Prov. 17:17 “A friend loves at all times.”
+++++++
Youth Group News: Our youth group welcomes all youth in grades 8 through
12. Josh Romine is our youth leader, assisted by Dawn Barhite.
Sunday, June 13th The youth group will hike up Tourne Mountain with Pastor
Jeff, sharing holy communion together on the mountaintop. Parents are
welcome to join us.
A year end party/lock in will take place on a date to be announced.
The Youth will probably have a couple of events over the summer and then start a regular
schedule again in September.
+++++++
On the second Thursday of every other month our congregation
provides dinner for the families at Homeless Solutions. Our next
scheduled dinner is Thursday, June 10th. If you would like to take a
turn in helping with this outreach, or if you would like to donate money
towards the expenses, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie
Wallace.
+++++++
On June 12th Sarah Jernstrom and Dave Bush will be joined together in holy
matrimony in service beginning at 1 p.m. in our sanctuary. Everyone is
invited! A reception will follow in our fellowship hall.
We are delighted to
witness the love God has given Sarah and Dave.
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Our church website has been revised and updated. If you haven’t seen it
lately, check it out at Parsippanyumc.com. At the website you will find a link
to all of Pastor Jeff’s sermons, as well as his occasionally bloggings.

+++++++
Healing Prayer sessions are held every Wednesday morning from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in
the prayer chapel. All are invited to come and be a part of this time of prayer -- for yourself or for
others.
+++++++

A small gathering of men from our church meet together every Tuesday at 7:15
a.m. at the Empire Diner with Pastor Jeff for breakfast, conversation, and a
concluding prayer. All men are welcome.

+++++++
The UMW is selling Food Certificates to benefit the General Budget for ShopRite and PathMark as an
ongoing Fund Raiser. The church will receive 5% of all purchases (you buy $100 of certificates, the
church gets $5). Certificates are available in $5, $10, $20, $25, $50 and $100 denominations. Please
see Betty Polen at the beginning of Coffee Hour if you would like to purchase Food Certificates. Checks
should be made payable to The United Methodist Women.
Thank you, The UMW

+++++++
We rejoice in the baptisms of John Chauhan on May 9th and Jacob Schnetzer
on May 23rd.

+++++++

Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Grace Agre at 539-3855
who will put the Prayer Chain into action. If Grace cannot be reached, please
contact Pastor Jeff. If you would like to add your name to the people who receive
the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen
+++++++
Parsippany Food Pantry - Wes Sitgreaves has called to our attention the ongoing
need of the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany in these difficult economic
times. There are more and more families turning to the food pantry for help. You
can bring your donations of non-perishable food items to the church any Sunday.
Wes Stigreaves takes the food over as the bin gets filled up. Supermarket gift cards are
also welcome - buy them from Betty Polen and raise money for the church at the same
time!!! This is a very easy way to give back to the less-fortunate in our own township.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUMMER
June 6th
1 Kings 17:8-24
Galatians 1:11-24
Luke 7:11-17
July 4th
2 Kings 5:1-14
Galatians 6:7-16
Luke 10:1-11,16-20
August 1st
Hosea 11:1-11
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

June 13th
1 Kings 21:1-21a
Galatians 2:15-21
Luke 7:36-8:3
July 11th
Amos 7:7-17
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
August 8th
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16
Luke 12:32-40

June 20th
1 Kings 19:1-15a
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

June 27th
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Galatians 5:1,13-25
Luke 9:51-62

July 18th
Amos 8:1-12
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

July 25th
Hosea 1:2-10
Colossians 2:6-15
Luke 11:1-13

August 15th
Isaiah 5:1-7
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

August 22nd
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

August 29th
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

FATHER’S DAY BULLETIN INSERT
Father’s Day is right around the corner, and the UMW will be sponsoring their annual
special Father’s Day insert to appear in the bulletin on June 20th. The UMW offers
you the opportunity to honor or memorialize your father, grandfather, uncle, etc. by
placing his name on a special bulletin insert. $1.00 donation per name is requested.
Please use the form below and give it, together with your donation, to Doris Bradley
by June 13th.
................................................................................................................
In HONOR of:

Placed by:

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

___________________________________

In Memory of:

Placed by:

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

__________________________________

Total Names __________

Total Amount $__________
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st

1
1st
2nd
3rd
7th
8th
8th
10th
10th
11th
11th
12th

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
David Armstrong
12th Bethany Brodock
Dawn Armstrong
12th Danielle Bianchi
Alison Christian
13th Ted Schnetzer
Eric Mortensen
13th Charles Dierbach
Charles Faulend
14th Melissa Scherzer
Sarah Jernstrom
17th Reagan Moreng
Maggie Letsch
21st Elizabeth Scherzer
Stephanie Weiss
26th Zachary Wilken
Dan Gourlik
26th Jack Walsh
Susan Smarth
29th Arlene Smith
Michael Zibura
30th Marcus Beckler
Jessica Calise (Parizo)
30th Julia Beckler
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2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd
7th
7th
9th
11th
11th
14th

th

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Sydney Petzinger
17th Barbara Bradley
Zachary Petzinger
17th Ethel Johnson
Ruth Faulend
18th Kristina Beckler
Nathan Petzinger
22nd Bob Seaman
Margot Romeo
22nd Tim Tyler
Hwa Chun
22nd Kelsey Gripp
Mary Milhalko
24th Eddie Cogan
Marguerite Schnetzer
26th Cassie Cogan
Carol Korab
27th Betty Polen
Kevin Sklow
29th Fred Schlosshauer
Lynn Agre
31st Jim Steen
6th

2nd
6th
11th
11th
16th
16th
16th
18th
19th

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
Karen & Robert Wilk

Patti Wink
Natasha Valcoff
Bobby Edwards
Kevin Sklow
Juliana Schimpf
Michael Anastasi
Art Gibson
Lynn Barbarite
Wes Sitgreaves

17th
26th
28th

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Bob & Lyn Krisa
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
21st Tom Albert
22nd Jenna Letsch
23rd Barbara Simmons
24th Tim Booth
24th Sharon Christian
27th Terry Germann
28th Tom Polen
29th James Curry
29th Michael Keller
30th Bob Mortensen
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Gloria & Ron Gounaud
Marian & Jim Steen
Tom & Arlene Smith
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Little Blessings Child Care will be sponsoring theSpring Mothers' Market
When: June 19th from 10:00am - 2pm.
Where: Little Blessings Child Care/United Methodist Church of Parsippany
•

Gently worn top quality spring/summer children’s clothing from newborn to size 12.

•

Gently used games, puzzles and toys including outdoor play toys, ride-ons and bikes

•

CD’s, DVD’s, videos, books, baby equipment, strollers, and maternity wear.

•

Furniture and accessories.

•

Items for new moms will be for sale by owner at this flea market style event.

As a parent you may feel like shopping for your kids has become a second job (or you need a
second job just to pay for their clothes!).
It's pretty much a guarantee that from year to year and season to season your child will
outgrow most of his or her wardrobe.
Little Blessings Mothers Market is trying to help make those seasonal shopping expeditions
easier on your wallet!
By featuring gently pre-loved items in EXCELLENT condition, we will give you a chance to buy
entire seasonal wardrobes for your child at a fraction of the cost that you'd pay at the mall. On
the other hand if your child has outgrown his clothes or toys you can be one of our amazing
vendors.
A craft area will be available for children who accompany their parents.
Please join us as a vendor or buyer!
If you are interested in becoming a Mothers' Market vendor please send your email address and
contact information to questions@littleblessingschildcare.com immediately!
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June 2010
United Methodist Church of Parsippany
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2
7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast

6

7
10:00 AM Worship

8

Friday

3
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7:30 PM UMW

7:45 PM Choir

5
Church Garage Sale
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

10
10:30 AM Healing
Prayer

Saturday

4

10:30 AM Healing
Prayer

9
7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast

Thursday

Church Garage Sale
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

11

12

7:00 PM Bell Choir

1:00 PM Wedding of
Sarah Jernstrom and
Dave Bush

7:45 PM Choir
Sunday School Fishing

Worship at the Park

13

14
10:00 AM Worship

15

16

7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast

17

18

19

10:30 AM Healing
Prayer

7:00 PM Open Mic
Night

UMYF to Tourne

20

21
10:00 AM Worship

22

23

7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast

24

25

26

10:30 AM Healing
Prayer

Father's Day

27

28
10:00 AM Worship

29
7:00 AM Men's Prayer
Breakfast

30
10:30 AM Healing
Prayer
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